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City of Kankakee

PLANNING BOARD

Tuesday, January 28, 2014

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS had in the
above-entitled matter, taken before DEBRA K.
TURRELL, 'CSR; and Netary Public within and for the
State of ITllinois, 385 East 0QOak Street, Kankakee,
Illinois, commencing at the hour of 7:00 p.m., on

January 28, 2014.

PRESENT
Chairman Loretto Cowhig
City Planner Cliff Cross
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Willie Ames
Edwin Eckhardt
Marsha Lloyd
Berry McCracken
Chip Rorem
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Deb Terrill
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CHAIRMAN COWHIG: 1I'll call this meeting to
order.
Mr, Cross, would you call the roll,

please.

MR. CR0OSS: I will. Edwin Eckhardt.

MR. ECKHARDT: Here.

MR. CRQOSS: Carol Franke. Rayleen Harris.
Marsha Lloyd. Berry McCracken.

MR. MCCRACKEN: Here.

MR. CROS5: Debra Terrill.

MS5. TERRILL: Here.

MR. CROSS: Chip Rorem.

MR. ROREM: Hera,

MR. CROSS: Willie Ames.

MR. AMES: Here.

MR. ECEROSS: Loretto Cowhig.

CHATRMAN COWHIG: Here.
Wy T ND O Tal = T e s 1
MR, LRUbG:. wWe nave a gquoruil.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: Thank you.

We don't have any minutes And I
suggest tha e rearrange the agenda and de the
publie hearing nmext —— Lhat's under new business —=
if there's no ebjection. I suspect that's what most

in the audience are interested in.
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Case 14-01 for property at 1088 West

Hawkins Street, which is currently zoned R-1 single
family. The applicant is Jennifer Vits, and she
wants to receive a conditional use permit to allow
her to establish and operate a community residence
family at that location.

Is the applicant here?

MR. AMES: Madam Chairman, I have to excuse
myself from guestioning or voting 1in this gase
because I am president of Kankakee County Training
Center Board, and I think it would be a conflict of
interest and I'd like to excuse myself from the
meeting.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: Okay. Thank vou for your
conscientious attitude.

MR . CCRACKEN: 1'd 1ike t¢ do thée same

I*m offi the KeTC board, tew, and I will

m
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excuse myself.
MR. CROS3: To advise you guys, in my

in discussion 1s my

ceXperl
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anding. I would recommend that you not take

ny official action in terms of either voting for
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this reguest or not recommending it.
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ut you have an opportunity to take part in the
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discussion.

MR. AMES: I prefer not to because it might
give the wrong connotation, might seem something I
would ask maybe you wouldn't ask, because I'm
atrilisted.

MR. CROSS: I understand. That's your choice
personally.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: If we only have four voting
members, does that create a problem?

MR. CROSS: It does not create a problem for
the vote, but we do have enough to establish a
quorum for the public meeting, which we have had
enough to establish the guorum.

M5« TERBILIL: Fven 1if they left?

MR.. ERES8EG: They cannot vote. FEven if they

leave, we can legally establish this meeting. My
understanding s, and I'm not an attorney, but my
understanding 1s we can still participate in the

meeting and the votes would be based on the majority

f the voting members. The only conflict that I deo

see of a potential here if you do only have four
remaining wvoting members that are here, you could

potentially have a 2-2, which means we would

probably have to table it and carry it over to the
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next meeting.

Ms. TERRILL: I1¢ garpl svailable by phone?

MR. CROSS: Carocl is available by phone if we

need her. I'd be happy to call her and put her on

speaker phone if we feel that it's needed.

Otherwise, I am comfortable we can proceed.

CHATIRMAN COWHIG: Are we satisfied that

adequate notice has been given?

MR. CR0OSS: We have. The applicant has

provided all the public notices per Chapter 12 of

ur City of Kankakee zoning ordinance and per the

o
statu
a not
certi
of re
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es of the State of Illinois. She did provide
ce within the 10- to 20-day window wvia

ied mail return receipt to all property owners

ord to where the tax bill goes. That was
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through her affidavit and through copies of

rtified mailings that the notice was sent to
operty owners within 200 feet.

Furthermeore, I have also visually

ed that a public notice ©f the same was

ed in a paper of general circulation, being
ily Journal, within that same 10- to 20-day
And per our zoning ordinance, we do
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have a courtesy notice for anybody who wants to
visit the property to see where it takes place. 1
did today go and visually verify that that notice 1is
still up in the window. So that property has been
appropriately identified, so the answer is yes.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: I'm afraid we're not out of
the woods yet in regard to a quorum. This is in
section, Chapter 12 of the Zoning Ordinance,
meetings of Plan Commission. To convene a legal
meeting, a quorum consisting of a majority of its
duly appointed and serving members must be present.
That's five.

MR. CROSS: So one of them would still need to
remain present in the room. They do not need to
participate in the discussiocn but they do need to be
present., We do have nine active members, so five is

YI1I1m
a lacil .

O

a gu
CHAIRMAN COWHIG: And we had six, counting the

people who are abstaining.
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MR. CROSS: Roght.,

RMAN COWHIG: All recommendations made by

-+

the Planning Board shall reguire a majority vote of
those members present and eligible to vote on any

such issue, with a minimum of five members voting.
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MR. CROSS: Okay. So we need a fifth. We
would have to add Carol Franke to the list, unless
Marsha Lloyd or Rayleen Harris. So I will contact
Carol Franke.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: A majority vote of those
members present and eligible to vote on any such
issue. Does present mean on the telephone?

MR. CROSS: Yes, we've had active members here
on the telephone.

MS. TERRILL: She's stranded. She could not
comé in.

MR. CROSS: She could not be here.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: We'll recess for a minute.

Here comes another member.
(Marsha Lloyd is now present.)

MS. TERRILL: Marsha saves the day.

CHATRMAN COWHIG: We are always glad to see
you, but especiadlly so because you give us a voting
majority.

Note for the record, please, that

arsha Lloyd has joined us
MR. CROSS: Marsha Lloyd has joined us.
CHAIRMAN COWHIG: Is the applicant here?
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CHAIRMAN COWHIG: You need to be sworn in.

(Witness sworn.)

MR . CROSS: State for the record the applicant

has been sworn in.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: All the commissioners know
is what is in the application that you received.
And so we and all the people who are here are
interested in hearing more details about what you
have in mind.

Speak so that everybody can hear.

ME. WIT&E: I'm wanting to open a CILA, which

1s a community integrated living arrangement for

individuals with developmental disabilities, and I'm

3

looking to serve approximately four individuals in
the home.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: Four, did you say?

M5 VITS Four, correct
CHAIRMAN COWHIG Adults>?
MS. VITS Yes
CHAIRMAN COWHIG: What would the age range be?
MS, VITS Probably 20s to 40s
R. CROSS: And I can give a breakdown of the
Zoning ordinance requirements if it would help

everybody understand why we are here.
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Per the ordinance, the City of
Kankakee Zoning Ordinance, what this is classified
as is what would be known as a community family
residence. And that is defined in our zoning
ordinance as being a single family residence that
can accommodate up to eight individuals who need
some sort of assistance in their living arrangements
in terms of disabilities. It does accommodate for
in orsite licensed professional te be there to
assist them on an hourly basis.

So that defined use does require
what's known as a conditieonal use permit per our
zoning ordinance. What that means is, it doesn't
necéssarily mean that it's an allowed use or it's a
prevented use, but it means that in the underlying
soning distriet ¢f R-1 it is & wse that has the
opportunity for the applicant to apply for the

conditional use permit, which is why we are here

tonight. It reguires a public hearing before this
Planning Board, and then this Planning Board makes a
recommendation to the Mayor and Council for either
approval or denial

The thing I want to make clear about
this meeting tonight, this is your opportunity to
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voice your displeasure or support. This 1s the
public forum for this particular conditional use.
These minutes and recommendations then go to the
Mayor and Council for final approval or denial. The
point I'm making, you are either for or against the
request, tonight is the night.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: How many people would be
employed there?

Mg. VITS: Probably approximately four to siX
DSPs, which are direct support persons.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: And how many would be there
at any given time?

Ms. VITS: Night shift would probably be one

worker. Depending on the needs of the individuals,

you could have two per shift, and that's all
outlined by the State of Illinois as far as how many
people, based on the needs of the individuals.

MR. ECKHARDT: Who is this Scott E. Smith on

horization, owner of the property which 1s

1
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} 1
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the subject, they authorize you to act. Who 1is
S NITE: That would be the bank that's 1n a
MR. ECKHARDT: And they own this propegerty?



N

o

wn

o

11

MS. VITS: Yes.

MR. ECKHARDT: You are going to act as a
manager?

MS. VITE8: Execgutive director.

MS. TERRILL: So you are buying the property
if you get this permit?

MS. VWITS: Correct.

M8. TERRILL: How many of these do you own?

MS. VITS: I have one that serves just my son.
He has developmental disability, so I have started
the home for him.

M3. TERRILL: In the home?

FROM THE AUDIENCE: Personal home?

M8. NITSE: It was a family home. I do not
live there now.

MR. CROSS: Please let me remind the audience,
vortunity to speak. This 4.5
not a guestion answer, because you have to be sworn
in as well and have to be identified. So if you do

ve questions in the future, please wait to that

IR. ECKHARDT: Are you going, are you going to
be a manager or are you going to live at the
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MS.

MR.

MS.

MR .

M5
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No,

I will havwv

ECKHARDT :

VITS

Yes,

ECKHARDT :

VLTS

I'm not going to live at the

e

-

es: 4

manager.

Full-time?

Cr

just part?

That will oversee the workers.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG:

Is the home that you

currently operate in Kankakee?

MS'.

VITS:

LT &

CHATRMAN COWHIG:

M5.

in

St. Anne.

In St. Anne.

How big is this house?

VITS:

The

house where my son lives?

CHAIRMAN COWHIG:

M5

(R

L

MS

CHATRMAN

VITE:

ATRMAN C

VITS:

o

Tt
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OWHIG:

Four.

COWHIG:

No, the house on Hawkins.

a little bit over 1900 sguare

How many bedrooms?

And how many bathrooms?
a half.

how many people do you plan

dicapped available?

't need that unless they're
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in need of like a ramp for a wheelchair. But I'm
wanting to serve individuals with autism or Down's
syndrome, in which they would not need different
modifications of the home.

MS. LLOYD: And would you retain the St. Anne
home? Would you retain that also?

MS.. MITS: Yes.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: There's a single car garage
and the driveway is the width of that. 1Is there any
other off-street parking?

MS: NITS: Yes:

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: Where?

MS. VITS: In front of the home.

CHATIRMAN COWHIG: That's on street.

MS. VITS: Oh, on street, and the driveway.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: So you could have one car in

[
=

e garage and one in the driveway.

M3, NITS: CorreckE.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: And then if any other cars,
any other employees' cars would be on the street?
MS. VITS: Right.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: What's the status of your

ication with the State of Illinois?

5]
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MS. VITS: I am a licensed CILA provider.



—

-

[~3

5]

4

oy

LA

=

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: But do they have to approve
of a partigulatr location? LIE we okayed this and the
City Council okayed this, what further approval or
permits do you need from the State?

M3. VITS: The Stdate will have the fire
marshal come out and inspect, so it has to pass 2a
fire marshal inspectien. The State will also come
out and look over the home and they'll measure
bedrooms and basically tell you how many people you
could serve in the home.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: But you think the house
would meet the standards for four residents?

MS. VITS: Yes, definitely.

MR. CROSS: When you say the state fire

marehal, that's the actual 8tate FEire Marshal?
MS VITS Yes

CROSS: They don't require the local fire

5%

marshal to conduct any inspection?
M5. VITS: N¢, the State Fire Marshal.

MR. CROSH: Do they have somebody that

verifies the distance of your licensed CILA home
from an existing CILA home? Because our zonlng
srdinance I know states a thousand linear feet. I

was doing some research today, and just a couple
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things for the record, maybe we can identify the
actual definition of the CILA home and some of the
requirements. Title 59 of the Mental Health Code
state statute identifies a CILA site shall be
located to enable individuals to participate and be
integrated into the community and neighborhood.
Home shall be typical of homes in the community and
residential neighborhood, and their inclusion should
not appreciably alter the characteristics of the
neighborhocod. So that's something we want to make
sure that happens here.

And then it also talks about the
integration of individuals with mental disabilities.
But then it talks about CILAs owned or leased by an
agency and funded by the department -- I'm assuming
rou are funded by the department.

MG NMLDS: Yes.
MR. CROSS: §8Shall not be located within a

ance of 800 feet, s¢ you have a 200-foot less

restriction than what we do, measured via the most
direct driving route. So it's street to street, I
guess, entry to entry

stion I have is, does the

o)
fh]
e}
=
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of identified sites where we
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could visually verify the distance between your
proposed home and any existing CILA home?

MS. VITS: Yes. I did call licensure and they
did look in the database, and they said that it was
clear of any other nursing homes or other CILAs.

MR. CROSS: Okay.

MS. TERRILL: I'd like to interject something
here. The distance between two group homes, to me,
isn't as compelling as the number of group homes in
a given area. And we just happen to have a big
concentration of them along Station Street, Hawkins,
and into Gracefield. We have three in Gracefield,
three that I know of on Hawkins. There's three on

Station Street.

I'm concerned about the density and I
believe there is -- it's been 80 long since we've
been here, I couldn't find my book tonight. But I

believe there is a section of our code that deals
with the density of group homes, and the fact that

we can't allow too large a concentration in any

MR. CROSS: My understanding is it's the
usand linear feet distance, and the logic behind

Lthat was very similar to what the State has, in that
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the goal is to, they really want to make sure that
they are integrated into the neighborhood and don't
become a block group within a neighborhood, so to
speak. They don't want them side by side by side
pecause it does affect not only the traditional
density of the neighborhood but the traditional
traffic patterns of that street which may not be
designed for that, or parking and so forth. ©So, to
my knowledge, to answer that gquestion, it's based on
the footage of a thousand linear feet.

The reason I recall this is back in
2007, if many of you recall, the family community
residence was actually identified as a permitted use
in the R-1, R-2 and R-3. And I remember we had some
discussion during a text amendment that said we had
no way or no idea what would go in, and how could we
ensure that the state requirement of the 800 linear
feet was being matched, you know, to prevent that
density. So the amendment was to remain consistent

with other transitional homes like halfway houses

03]

hings like that where you could not be within a
thousand feet of another facility. I believe that's
ow we addressed it in the zoning.

MS. TERRILL: I understand that's how we
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addressed it. I don't think it's effective. 1f yOu
have one every thousand feet in an area you still
have a density that I find unacceptable.

I'm concerned, too, about the parking
situation, because anybody that's familiar with the
school routine over there knows that it's
impossible. And having additional cars parked out
there is just going to, you know, exacerbate that
problem.

MS. VITS: Well, I mean, we can utilize, of
course, the driveway, and we could also utilize the
garage. And I don't see where there would be, you
know, especially on first shift that there would be
any more than two cars during school. During the

ay there may be more individuals or workers coming

'S
bda

in; but I don't think it's going to affect the

morning rush.

MR. ROREM: Ms. Vits, I'm new to understanding

the regulations of this issue. Could you tell me

pa
m
B

(44

could go to understand more about the

MSMTT R

ns of the whole CILA process?

(51
M
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b
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MS. VITS: Online. They have Rule 1ll5.

M1
W/ F

9]

5 That's under the DHS website.
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MR. CR0OSS: I've got it right here. I looked
up, and that talks about your base startup and
funding, correct, under your site modifications, and
that's something I was wanting to talk about.

You somewhat answered this question
but I want to make sure I understand this and the
Board understands this. Because the City of
Kankakee, from a property maintenance standpoint, we
would treat this like a traditional single family
residence. You would be required to have a rental
license inspection, which means the code department
would go out and make a property maintenance
inspection; make sure all life safety issues are
being met, your GFIs are where they need to be, and
so forth.

The question I have, though, 1is it

structural rencovations and structural

T3
1
s
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modifications. And I'm assuming; specifically in
non-based startup funding Secticn Za under Site
Modification, 2a, subsecticon 4, 1t talks about the

need, the possibility for ramps, hydrauliec lifts,

fire sprinkler systems, for CILA, four or more
person in site From what I understand on that,

that means this must have a sprinkler system in 1t.
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Am I not interpreting that correctly?

MS. VITS: Sprinkler system is for individuals

that, let's say they're in wheelchairs and it would

take them a while to get out of the residence, then

a sprinkler system would be required.

and that's in this?

MR. CROSS: Okay. S8,

MS. VITS: As long as they're mobile, the

sprinkler system is not necessary.

MR. CROSS: Because I don't know if I'm

reading, fire sprinkler system for a CILA of four or

more persons in site, cor when the residents of the

home, okay, prompt evacuation, is that what you are

talking about?
MS. VITS: Right.
MR. CROSS: Okay.

MR. ROREM: If we adopt the International

Residential Code of 2008, sprinkler systems are part
of the deal.
MR. CROSS:

They are. And I will be very

honest, we are working on that, because we have to
have that completed by May of this year to keep our
insurance ISO rating. And those are some factors
that have to be considered. My understanding that's
not golng to be in place until at least May. So I
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don't know if that will be applicable at this point,
but it could be if you do not have it purchased and
occupied prior to that day. That's a very good
point.

MR. ROREM: From what very little I know, what
I'm surprised about is I thought a CILA home had a
standard that would apply to individuals with a
variety of conditions. From what I'm hearing you
talking about, it seems as though the accommodations
within a CILA home are flexible to the people it
serves, that if somebody is in a wheelchair you have
to have accessibility and you have to have the
appurtenances and turning radiuses and bathrooms,
etc., for someone that needs that type of care.
What you are saying is you have somebody who is
ambulatory whe doesn't have the need of the
wheelchair assistance and accommodation, the CILA
homes doesn't have to have that?

MS. VITS: No.

M5. TERRILIL: Given that as the case, I'm

sorry, Chip, I didn't mean to interrupt you. That

)
)
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sense to me, because i that is written

-

nto the statement that a sprinkler system is only

necessary in the case of nonambulatory residents,
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that would be one thing. But since it isn't written
in, what happens when you get a nonambulatory or a
resident becomes nonambulatory, which we know
happens? Then is it up to us to police that
situation and then say now she has to put a
sprinkler system? This doesn't stack up right to
me.

MS. VITS: The homes are very closely
monitored by the State of Illinois. In. taet, they
de, they do vearly inspections. In: fact:; I Just
had, since I've been open in 2012 for my son's CILA
home I've had two reviews already. One was a 98
percent and the last one that was done right around

Christmas was 84 percent.

MS. TERRILL: And when did you eopen 1it?
MS. VITS: 2012; ir the niddle, RAugust, 80
e've already had two reviews, and we'wve done very

well

Mg TERRELL: So what would happen, then, if a
person in that home became nonambulatory?

ISl MITS The State will actually fund to do
modifications teo the home if that were to be a

MS. TERRILL: So they would then move out
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MS., VITS: I'm not sure how that would work.

I guess we would just have to Cross that bridge when
it came.

MR. CROSS: She is correct on that. That is
ip £his 1l5. It does talk about where you front the
cost and it's a reimbursable expense. It does talk
about reimbursable expenses. The only ones that are
not reimbursable are new flooring, roof repair and
replacement, basic maintenance things. But it does
talk about reimbursable expenses being like
accessibility modification and things like that.

But that is the responsibility of the

owner to submit a contract bid. My understanding

you have to follow a bid process, procurement
process like everybody else. But you have to submit
that, get it approved, get the work done, and then
are reimbursed, if I'm understanding the process

CHAIRMAN COWHIG Are the residents there
pretty much all day, or do they go to sheltered

brkshops or jobs?

MS. VITS: It would be the choice of the

family and the individual as far as what they want.
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Personally, my son has an at-home day program to
where he works on goals at home with the DFP. So 1it
just it depends on what their needs are, what their
wants are, their desires are, because we're there to
service them to help them with what they want in
life.

CHATRMAN COWHIG: Does the State refer
residents to you, or what determines who lives
there?

MS. VITS: There's a pass agency that gives
group homes referrals, and then we interview the
families and we make our decisions based on those
interviews.

CHATRMAN COWHIG: S¢ you have some degree of
selectivity”?

ME. VITS;: Egrrects

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: If we don't have any further
guestions at this point, we can take guestions or
from the audience.

Anyone who wishes to speak needs to

fy themselves by name and

|,|.

D

4

(Witness sworn. )

MR. OSENGA: My name is Larry Osenga. I'm the
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Third Ward Alderman in West Kankakee, and I
represent the area where this group home would be
located if it were to become a reality. I talked,
this gentleman to my right is Steve Lemon, he's the
other Third Ward Alderman that represents the people
in the Third Ward. We've had some conversation
about this, so we felt we wanted to come tonight and
state our opinion about what we feel about this.

As I get started here, I guess Deb
stole a little bit of my thunder here, but that's
okay; she does a very good job, she does her
homewocrk. Currently, that I'm aware of, there are
five such community housing in West Kankakee from
Wall Street west. There's eone at 1340 West Statisr,
1.341 West Statiser, 1537 Budd; 1017 South Curtis, and

801l West Walnut, and those are just in West

3
J

kz

=l I don't know 1f there's any others

¢

1
8.8
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located throughout the &ity. These are the ones
that I'm personally aware of,

This particular location, 1088 West

Hawkins, in close proximity, within a hundred yards

1

OL this property there's a grade school, Taft Grade
School Half a block from there is McBroom Park,

and then one block from there is another grade
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school, St. Martin. I understand this is going to
be community based resident family housing and for
mentally and physically handicapped citizens. But
in close proximity of this area and this many
children, I just don't know how conducive that 1is
for this type of an area.

This particular house, I haven't been
in it, but I was made aware of what it is. It's a
four bedroom house. And if you drive by and looked
at it, 1t appears probably bedrooms on the second
floor, and there's supposed to be a finished
basement in this house. Well, if you have
handicapped citizens, I think this would be, would
not be real conducive for them with that many steps
going up and steps going down. I think there would
be potential for possible accidents there.

Everything around it, this particular

1
]

ty, if we were to tché&rige the wvarignce it
wouldn't be consistent with surrounding properties

in this neighborhood. There's some very nice homes

all around this ares. It's single family homes,
there's nothing else. Other than the school, it's
a1 sing famil homes 1n the residence.

Somebody, possibly Deb again, talked
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about -- great job Deb -- talked about the traffic
flow in this area. People that live there, when
school 1is beginning, when school gets out, it is an
absolute nightmare around there every day. And to
put & group home there, even though it would be a
limited number of wehicles there, you are just
adding to the congestion there, and I just don't
feel this 1s the right area.

And, you know, I don't know about
this, and I don't claim to know about this, but one
question I would have if I lived right there, what
will this do to my property values in this
particular area, if I had a home there. Personally,

if I were looking to purchase a home and there were

a group home next to the property that I would be
potentially buying, I might second guess buying
there, not knowing the particulars, just knowing it
as a group home

That being s=id, L would zsk that,
you know, the Planning Board look at this very
seriously and, you know, this will come before City
Council, Steve and I will be talking to City
Council, and I just do not feel this is conducive
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Thank vyou.

CHAIRMAN COWHIT
Yes,
MR . CRE3SE:
G =k W
MS. CARLSON:
West Hawkins,

the planning, since

four residents, but

could become eight?

Peg

and I have two gquestions.

i

i

G: Tharnk yoit.
ma'am.

(Witness sworn.)

Pledse stgte your name for Lhe

Carlson. I live at 1040

Right now
for

t's a four bedroom home,

s there any possibility that it

M8. MITS; No, I do not want to serve eight
people.

M3. CARLSON: No, but, I mean, is there any

aw that says you can't double up on the bedrooms?

ME.. CROSS I can answer this gquestion from
two standpoints, one from a traditional building
zone standpoint, and the other from a zoning
standpoint, The definition of family community
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to have four, the

ordinance that would
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MS. CARLSON: Okay.

MR. CRQSS: Now, the question becomes, though,
do you want the City to be responsible for policing
that . That's another, that adds another task to the
staff. And it's wery hard to police, I1'll be very
honest.

From a building standpoint, it's
another way that it's policed is when they do the
property maintenance inspection for the rental
license inspection, and I'll be honest, I don't know
what the state code is on the square footage on a
bedroom per occupant. But right off the top of my
head, my understanding is you have toc have a minimum
of 120 square feet per bedroom for two occupants.

In other words, it's 70, I believe, for one occupant

and 120 if you want to put twe in there, with the
nax of two

So those are the two ways to do it,
plus then it's regulated by the bathrooms. But
Lhnere are twoe and a half bathrooms; so I don't think
that 1s going to come into play But each cf the
bedrooms culd have to be 120 square feet minimum to
nouse up to eignht occupants
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MS. CARLSON: Okay. Another gquestion I have
is the maintenance of the property on the outside.
Who is under contract to maintain the property?

MR. CROSS: That becomes, that's the
responsibility of the owner. And it is regulated,
whether 1t's & group home, a conmunity residence,
single family residence, or commercial property, it
is regulated by the City's International Property
Maintenance Code, whiech sets reguirements gut of
Chapter 8 of our Municipal Code on grass height,
exterior, things like that.

MS. CARLSON: The reason I'm saying that is
because, for instance, my neighbor has been on the
Cultivator’'s garden walk. She takes a great deal of
pride in her vard, I do in mine, and we all do, a
lot of people, a lot of them sitting right here
that, vou know, and I do think that's a concern,
that they would only mow the yard maybe when it got
to a certain height, and that's not the way we

naintain our neighborhood.

MR. CROSS The City would try to stay on top
of it but, unfoertunately, & wviolation has to take

place before thHe City can address it. We can't get,

the grass height is set six inches by the Code, but
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we cannot force them or issue any citations until
after the grass gets over slx inches, Just like any
other property in the City.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: Thank you, Mrs. Carlson.

Anyone else?
(Witness sworn.)

MR . CROB3S8: Please state your name for the
record.

M3 TUTT: I'm Dawn Tutt. I live at 1072
School Street, I have several questions. 2And a
couple have been answered, so I appreciate that.
One, I just wanted to make & statement from the
start, we do not receive a 10- to 20-day notice,
just to let you know.

MR. TROSS: Okays

MS. TUTT: We got the notice Friday or

Saturday. I didn't bring the envelope, wished I
had. It was hand-delivered. And I work from my

home so I did not miss the mailman from bringing ikt

to me. And she said she was delivering them to
everybody in the neighborhood that day that she had.
MS CARLSON I have mine, Dawn.
M5S. TUTT: We did not receive a 10- to 20-day,

$0 we were scrambling, trying to get everything
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together.

MR, CROSS: In fairness to the applicant, she
cgertified they were malled on the 17th. So she
can't be responsible for postage.

MS. TUTT: So mail from where?

MR, CROSS: It was mailed on January 17 from
the Kankakee, Illinois, post office, the USPS.

MS. TUTT: And we got them on Saturday, which
would have been the 25th, so it took eight days?

MR. CROSS: I can't speak for the USES.

MS. TUTT I just want to put that out there.
S50 we didn't have that advance notice.

So, actually, a guestion probably for
you directly is what attracted you to our

neighborhood or how did you choose the location that

M5 VITS: It was close proximity to a park.

There is, you know, shopping and that down Curtis,

Mario's Market and different things there. But a
lot of it was the home itself and requirements that
CILA home has to be And I saw that it was a four
bedroom, two and a half bath. The two bedrooms are
pstairs with a full bath, there's two bedrooms o1

the main level with the full bath, and then there's
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a partially finished basement with a half bath. So
the set-up, the home would be a perfect home for a
CILA home.

NS TWTT: Eveérl thoughh it's a wery steep set
of stairs that go upstairs?

MS. VITS: It does have walls on each side, so
1f somebody were to stumble they wouldn't fall over
a bannister or things like that. So I was cautious
about that also.

MS: TUTT: So when you were shopping for this
CILA home, how do you go about that? Do you look
specifically for foreclosures?

MS. MITS: No, in fact, when I looked at this

one I didn't know it was a foreclosure.

]

MS

FUTT ¢ I was just kind of curious how that

¢

comes about.

Is your CILA home funded by the

MS, VITS: Yes
ME, TUTT: So do you actually purchase that
home vourself with a loan?

TR But the 8tate funds you based on a
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MS. VITS: The residents have set funding, so
it's on an individual basis, depending on their
needs. Some individuals may only get 20,000 a year,
some get 40,000 a year, some may get 70,000 a year.
It just depends on théeir needs.

MS. TUTT: So this could potentially be rather
profitable for you.

Mg, NIDS: I'"m the executive director and;
ves, I would pay myself. It'e 8 not for profit
organization. I'm the executive director.

MS. TUTT: But you get the money but it's not
for profit? You get the money what you make for the
resident. You buy the property but the State pays

you per resldent, however much they get?

M5: VLIS Correct..
ME. TUTT You would potentially get money and

pay that house off in one year, so you are doing
this house a& & profit. Kind of feels strange to me
in my neighborhood.

Next, we did talk a little bit about

the maintenance and exterior. I have the same
concerns that Peggy does. And teo me to say that,
you Xxnow, it could get, the grass could get to five

or six inches before even a complaint could be
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considered, is unacceptable in our neighborhood. We
don't any of us live like that. It"s moet gust
mowing the grass, it is maintenance of the home, the
exterior ©of the home, the gutters, the painting, you
know, soffits, everything.

Because, again, I havg walked by that
Eighth and Walnut CILA home all summer. We all walk
our neighborhoods, we see it. That one is very
rundown on the exterior. I haven't segen the inside.
So when T see something like that on the exterior,
my first thought is alsc what's happening on the
insgide . So from a resale perspective, how does that
affect my little community. And I feel like it has
a negative impact.

Again, since you own it, you will be

responsible for that maintenance, right?

ME VIITS Correct.
ME. TUTT: Painting, upkeep and so forth.

I would wonder 1f we could see this

CILA home, which kind of also brings up some other

questions to me. Is the home that you own in
St. Anne with your son for your sen lives there,

M&. VITS: Correct.
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MS. TUTT: Why would you turn your personal
home into a CILA home?

MS. VITS: Because 1it's six acres and my son
loves to ride four-wheelers, so he has acreage out
there. And if you know anything about autism, they
have a lot ¢f problems with transition. So it was
easier for me to move out and transition than it was
to move him out.

MS. TUTT: Why turn it into a CILA home?
That's what we would do for any of our own children,
our own personal home. Why would you turn it into a
CILA home?

M5. VITS: 50 I could have workers come into
the home. Ctherwise, I couldn't afford it to pay

them if it's not funded, because he requires 24-hour

]
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MS. TUTT: Okay. We talked a little bit about
the handicap issue and the stairs.
Home wvalues. I think everybody
agrees with the same thing, you know. I'm very

concerned about what that does to our home wvalues.

e've already taken a large hit in our area. It
kind of seems like the west side is under attack.

We are one of the very few areas that are left good
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in the city. And I think if we continue to attack
it and ler fhe home, Lhe homes g9 for the prices
that our realty people which left the room has
allowed to happen on the west side, this isn’'t the
first that's going to happen. I1t's guing to
continue to happen. You are giving the homes away
in that area. It's not just a CILA, but I think
178 B DEganning. You can see how many of these
homes are making their way into that. So you have
to ask yourself why, why is that occcurring? Why are
they moving into the west side? Because 1t's one of
the last, I don't want to say the last, because our
beautiful Riverview area, but c¢ne of our very few

nice areas for us, vou know, to raise our families

So I just think, you know, some great
consideration should be made and, persoconally, I vote

='re getting g say gur vobe.
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Again, I also am very concerned about

the adding of residents. And we all know how
strapped the state is. So if at some point you do
decide to add residents; who is geoing to monitor
that? It might be your responsibility to tell them

but the State might, what, a year to go out there to
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say you can
meets those gualifications for

And then do we get a say in th
community get to come back and
we maybe reluctantly agree to

to be six or eight in the next

have an opportunity to go back

add one more or two more,

38

or your house
additional residents.
Do

at? we as a

say, to point where
four, now it's going
sise months. Do we

and as a neighborhood

and say, vyou know what, no, we don't want eight
residents in there, because that's going to increase
the number of employees you are going to need to
have 1if you would increase your residents.

And, really, while you think there's
& garage and there's a driveway, really, one of your
workers 1is going teo park in the garage? And then
you can only put one in the driveway, maybe two. So
you are always going to be a car shifting thing, as
ie all do, in and eut and so forth And there may
be street parking, but everybody has more than one
car these days And i1f you have children that are
16 or over, you already have additional cars. So
there's already, as they said, a real congestion in

And, again, the school, it worries
me I1t's not pnly cars. We have a lot of lot of
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children who walk the neighborhocecd, walking to and
from school, walking te and from the park, so
concern there.

And I think you mentioned this a
little bit about the residents. I had a question.
And vou did say it was dependent upon the families

and what their wants were. But a typical resident,

because these are ages 20 to 40, that's a pretty big

range there, Do they typically come and go through

the day, just a typical person? So do they come and

go, and how are they transported when they come and
go to these activities?

MS. VITS: They would be transported by the
workers, because we don't have a company car as of
right now, so it would be the workers' cars that
they would be transported in.

twe of the residents want t

go somewhere, they were going to different places.

So there would have to be, obvieously, a residernt

tnat stays at the house, and then other additional

cars or staff to take those people where they need
MS. VITS Right

O
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to go outside on their own?

M5, VITS: Sure, just like anybody else,.

Mg, TUTT: Okayy 1'm just asking.

MS. VITS: They are monitored but, yeah, they
can go outside.

ME. TUTI: I'm just asking. LY%m o at all
concerned about autistic or Down Syndrome children
az the definitieon, I have ng concern of that. My
only concern is that, you know, again, you have
small children walking the neighborhoods and they
don't know what that is, they don't understand what
that is, and they'll be frightened and feel unsafe.

MS. VITS: Why would they feel frightened and

M5. TUTT: Because young people feel that way
against someone who doesn't look or act like them.

That's all, I'm just making a statement.

MS. VITS: I mean.
ME,. TTIITNE I'm just saying to you.

5 VITS Right. But we have to understand
there are people with developmental disabilities and
ey beleong in the community like everybody else.

MS.. TEHTEE I agree.
MS. VITS: 1It's a matter of people that aren't
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exposed to people with developmental disabilities
may have a fear, just like we fear anything that we
don't know, the unknown, but they could actually
teach children a lot.

MS. TUTT: Right. And so, you know, so that's
an opportunity for you to, you know, educate the
community.

ME: MIBg: Correcgt.

M&.. TUTT: So would your employees, just
thinking they can go outside, right, so they can go
outside and potentially not be with someone, right?
Could they walk a block away, two away, get lost,
like a younger child might be autistic or Down
Syndrome?

MS: VITS: It depends on their level of
functiovning. You know, the way my son is, if one of

my workers or my son is ogutside, the worker has to

I

Be outside; you khow. If my son is inside they have
to be inside. So I would definitely monitor. And I

don't know any individual we'll be serving yet, so

it's really hard to say
Ms. TUTT: That's exactly what I was going to
¢ You don't know who the four individuals are,

4
i
i 9]
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MS. MITS: Right.

M., EUTTS So, will they be autistic or Down
Syndrome, or could they be something else?

MZ. YITE: We're looking at the population of
autism and Down Syndrome.

M. TUTT: What happens when you try to fill
the four residents in the home and there doesn't
happen to be autistic and Down Syndrome and they ask
you to place residents of different needs? 1Is there
any limitations on that, or do you have --

Ms,. VLIS : T g ==

MS: TUIT: -—- have to take them regardless?

MS. VITS: That's what I'm focusing on. I'm
not going to get aggressive individuals. 1 mean,
you may have an individual that has a temper

any five or six year old kid that

]

cant rum,. Just 1ik

3

lives 1n the neighborhood, only theyv're bigger, and
it doesn't lock normal. But they're not going to be
threatening in any way to any of the neighbors.

There will be people there monitoring them, workers.
'here's nothing to be scared of, because I am going
to Cclosel monitor that, make sure that is watched.

MS:. [T How are you going to do that? You

are not going te liveg there; right?
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Ms. VITS: No, but I will have a manager.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: She's already testified that
she has a good degree of selectivity in the choice
of residents.,

MS. TUTT: A good degree of selectivity of the
residents.

MS. CARLSON: Thay gel Lo «Choose

MB. TUTT: I understand what that means, but
I'm just trying to process, yeah, you can, will the
state allow you to turn anybody down?

MS3. VITS: Yes.

MS., TUTT: I[f you can't fill the positions,
can the state tell you you have to take --

M. NS No.

Ms. TUTT: e SEHIEOIVE:

MEl. MRS No.

ORI Okay. So because ypur son is

autistic, that's what you want to kind of focus on?

M5, VITS: Correct. He's 19 vears old and

I've raised him alone all my life.

18 T So have you considered, rather than
opening a new facility, taking these four residents
that you want to and adding them te the CILA home

you currently have in St. Anne at yveour hopme?
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Mg WEES: No.

M5. TUDLT: Why is that?

M3 . VITS: Well, because the home would not
work with four more people, first of all. And my

son is very aggressive. And he does have two

behavior specialists that work with him at the home,

and right now it's just safe to have him in that
Eawa la by,

MS. TUTT: QOkay. Just thinking you had the
SR ATres ahnd Everytliifayg-

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: I think we're getbing off
thie subject. Consider the proposal at a specific
location at Hawkinsg Street.

MS.. TUTT: I was Jjust trying to get a feel

1 this beautiful acreage and home space, why

would vyou be looking for another place, because that

seemed like a really great location. That's &all,

trying to get a feel for how her feelings

=

are to her location wversus this location.,

CHATRMAN COWHIG: The question we're
considering is whether the proposed location on
Hawkins Street is appropriate for the proposed use.

We are not looking at alternative locations. That's

for, you know, if she already has a CILA home and it
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Hat our respofisibility.

M5. TUTT: I wasn't looking for an
alternative, I was trying to get a feel for why
she's picking an alternative location than one she
already has existing.

CHATRMAN COWHIG: She has proposed a specific
location and that's what we're considering tonight.

MS. TUTT: My apologies, 1 didn't understand I
wasn't able to go there, my apologies.

Again, since it is kind of an open
forum, I want to say personally I do think it would
alter the characteristics of my neighborheod. And,
vou know, with the statistics which there are two
group homes right next deor te esach ether, isn't
that within too close of the boundaries you
mentioned earlier?

MR.: CROSS: Let me clarify now. That

crdinance was a recently adopted ordinance. Those

)
o
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have existed priocr to the adoption of

the current ordinance, which makes them what we

define as a legal nonconforming use, which is a
rtancy term for grandfathered use We cannot take
that away That's not different than you have a

fence in your front yard and the new ordinance says
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yvou cannot. We can't take away what is already
preexisting, we can only regulate what goes from
that adoption date forward.

MS. TUTT: What's the date of that ordinance?

MR- GRO3S: I will review it. But, if I
recall correctly, the adoption of the amendment was
2008, 2007, something like that, in a residential
zomead. disErrde.,

Ms5. TUTT; So it's been there about five
years?

MR.. CROSS8: And that could have been one of
the Lriggers -—-

MG EETT Okay.

MR. CROS

4
g

—— back in the day for the
amendment . Because back before we proposed the
amendment and did the amendment it did allow, by

ight, CILA homes or single family community

MS8. TUTT: Are those open to inspection from

the public at all; the CILA homes?

MR . CROSS: No, they have a right, per the
City, of any other homeowner, because we inspect it
like any other single family rental dwelling, and

citizens do not have the opportunity to intrude upon
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another citizen's rights.
M., LT Okay, that makes sense, okay.
Well, thank vou. I appreciate your
time.
CHATRMAN COWHIG: Mrs. Carlson.
MS. CARLSON: I have cne more question about
the maintenance of the property. I know there 1is

goling to be a general manager, think you said, for
the property. le 4% writtenm dnto their eantracgt
that they're responsible for the upkeep of the yard?

Ms. VITS: Yeah.

M5. CARLSON: Ls that part of fheir centragt?

M8. VITS: I will be in charge of that.

MS. CARLSON: You will be?

M5 VITS: Yes.

MS. CARLSON: Not the general manager?

MR. ECKHARDT: Is this house empty now?

M8 . VEDS: Yes. I do upkeep homes. I was
ralsed in a very nice nmeighborhood. My currént €ILA

is about a $200,000-dollar home on six acres, which

I upkeep It looks beautiful. Right across from
Lthe Elks Country Club. So there's no problem with

upkeeping the yard. I will keep it spotless. So
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CHAIRMAN COWHIG: Is there anyone else who

wanted to make a comment or ask a guestion?
Yes, ma'am.

MS. WOODRUFF: I'm Wanda Woodruff, I live at
1090 South Eleventh. I'm just across the street.

CHATRMAN COWHIG: You need to be sworn in.

(Witness sworn.)

MS. WOODRUFF: And when I got the letter, my
first thought when T saw that was the two tiny
children that live on this side of that house and
the small child on the other side of the house, and
they are used to free roaming, you know, playing.

And I don't know how much you have
observed morning and night, coming and going at
school around that area. It 1is a very busy place.
And during the summer there are a lot of children
that do congregate, ride bikes. That's a very busy

walking area as well as biking area and all of that

MS. CARLSON: They provide breakfast for them,
so there's always constant childrern on that street.

MS. WOODRUEFF: Busy place. You have to have a

ery tight littble windaw if o6 Have 3 ApEterrs
appointment or something if you need to get out, you
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know, so it is a busy thing. And parking is
sometimes a problem in that area.

But my thought was of all the
children that are just bustling around.

ME. VITS: My shifts, the way they run right
now, probably keep them, six to two shift, two to
ten; ten to six. So six in the morning, you are not
going to have school children and then 2:00 would be
before thie school let olit. 8o I den't see that as
g 188

MS5. WOODRUFF: It might not be, but ny
thought, too, depending on issues that your people
have, even though they're older some of that might
be, you know, distracting to them and bothersome as
well when you have all that going on, I don't really
know. I love kids, but we want them all to have a
good place to grow up. So that was my first thought
when I saw the letter was all of these children that
we see, you know, coming teo the school.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: Thank you.
Anyerne else? If net, I will &eclare
e public hHearing closed. But you are free to send
written comments to the City Plariner.

MR« CRUSS: Yes, you can make them attention
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to the City Planner, Clifford Cross, at 850 North
Hobbie here in Kankakee. Depending on whatever
action i1is taken tonight, the chances are the
recommendation, unless it's tabled for one reason or
another, would go to the Mayor and Council prior to
their second meeting in February, which I believe is
Febriatry 18 . So I would need to have any written
comments to incorporate into the file to note prior
to the Thursday before that meeting.

MS. TUTT: Could you give us that date, what
that date is?

MR. CROSS: By the 13th. President's Day is
the 1ith. That is actually why the City Council
meeting will be held on the 18th, which is the

uesday. That would be the general night

of our Planning Board meeting, the third Tuesday. I
cannot walt any longer than that after any action
pecause our ordinance says I have to forward any

actions to the Mayor and Council within 30 days of
the recommendation
CHATRMAN COWHIG: Commissioners, what is your
M5, TERRILI I'm ready to act

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: All right,
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MS. TERRILL: I'd like to preface the motion
I'm about to make with the statement, though. T
feel the need to gpoloyize to wou: It's none of my
business why you establish a CILA home for your son.
I'm glad you did. I applaud you for doing that for
your child. 1 kmow 1t eopuldm*t be esasy: it's a
arduous process.

Whether you want this home for other
people that are in the same situation or whether you
wartt it for wild profity that'e ot for ie Eo
decide. What is for me to decide is whether it's
appropriate in this spot. Like Cliff pointed out,
Mr. Cross pointed out, we just recommend to City

Council, so it goes to them.

But I have to say that I don't like
the idea of attaching conditions to a conditional
use permit. We have done that with minimal success
in the past, and we've learned from it. S50 the idea
0f attaching conditions to this permit that say only
four residents could be in the home, you know, it's
not something that we need to do. What it does is
L Ccreates & burden on local authorities and it sets
a precedent that e have to answer to when we have
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This being the case, I would like to
propose that we deny the application by Jennifer
Vits in PB 14-01, conditional use permit to
establish and operate a community residence at 1088
West Hawkins because I believe that the proposal is
not consistent with the spirit and intent of the
land use element of our Comprehensive Plan. I
believe that the proposal, due to the current
density of group homes in the area, is not
compatible with the character and use of the
surrounding area. While the proposed use is allowed
only by special consent by city lawmakers, the
current density of group homes in the area makes
this use inappropriate, in my estimation.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: Is there a second?

MR. ECKHARDT: Second.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: Motion by Ms. Terrill,
seconded by Mr. Eckhardt, to recommend denial of the
petition. Is there any further discussioen?

MR. ROREM: I have a question. I have to
admit that I don't know as much about CILA homes as
I would like to know, and I'm not so sure that the
room know as much about the CILA

nomes as they might need to know to make an
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intelligent decision about how one behaves and
operates and what the consequences are to a
neighborhood. I pose Lthe guestion, is it
appropriate to use this application as an
opportunity to discuss more about what CILA homes
are and how they work in a community before we take
action on it and to table it so that we could
understand more about what's happening in our
community and make a decision based upon our
knowledge as opposed to our fears?

MS. TERRILL: The only thing I can say to
that, Chip, is that the motion that I've just made

is based mostly on this density problem that I see

i

and personal experience in our neighborhood. We
actually have three in our neighborhood. I don't

think Larry mentioned the one on Yates and the one

on Grace There's also one on Hawkins down by the
apartments, not Hawkins, Curtis.
And the two that I'm most familiar

ith are the one on Curtis Avenue and the one on
Yates. I visit them. I happened to go in there on
Planning Board business, actually, a few years ago
and struck up a friendship with one of the
residents, And when T walk, I wvisit the one on
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Yates 1n our neighborhood. And I can tell you this,
they make good neighbors, they do.

However, there are problems that are
associated with them that are kind of beyond
anyone's control. Like, for example, we get the
occasional escapee during the night in Gracefield,
and this happens because, you know, you can't lock
people in. If there was a fire, that would be
disdster, So wheoever is attending at night gets
distracted or falls asleep or whatever. The group
home is only as good as the employees that are
working in it. And when we have these people
walking through the streets at 2:00 in the morning,

ing profanity and obscenities, it

£t

screaming and shou

is terribly upsetting when it happens, terribly

upsaetting, Doesn't happen oftern. I can count maybe
three such 1ncidents since those group homes were

There aren't a lot of cars associated

ith either of them. The parking situation isn't
that dire They do have a big white van that sits
They have a tendency to not maintain

1
¥

well. We've had a constant
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struggle with the one on Yates in particular. I am
sure you have a file for them on violations. And we
actually have to c¢all the owner of the property and
threaten him to get him to come there and do
anything aboeut 1t, He's in it for the profit. He
pever vigits Lhe place; that's The way 1t Is. S0
when I say it's only as good as the owner, it's only
as good as the employees that work there.

The residents themselves are not the
big problem. The idea, to me, of a child being
afraid of a person with special needs is, well, I
won't comment . But they are lovely people. I enjoy
visiting with them. The two guys that sit out on
the front porch on Curtis Avenue wave at every car
that goes by. This isn't the problem.

The problem 13 Ehs demsity. I fea s

care how much more I could learn, and I do know
gquite & bit about CILAs because I have two friends
that have them in their own home that they've
established for their children, one right in your
leignpbornood, the Coxes

But it's this density. We can't have
se¢ many of them. T'hey need to be placed in other

and Bourbonnais
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consistently deny them; otherwise, some of them
would e Lthere. L "E wwrery dirdiewlt tg ger ons
established there.

I would like to see, as Ms. Tutt
said, this neighborhood remain, keep the integrity
that it has now. And if we keep filling it with
rental properties and special needs preperties, it
can't, it won't; i1it's that simple. S0 that's why I
stand.

MR. CROSS: I will say, Chip, one thing that
this does bring up that I think as a staff we need
to approach the Department of Human Services about
is, I am concerned that I'm hearing about all these

homes, because you would think I would know every

one ¢of them. I do not. They go in, they get
established. That's kind of the logic behind the
business license. We don't know the business is
Ehere until after the fact. So we have to find a
way to regulate. The point I'm making is I think we
need Lo approach the Department of Human Services to
make them grk 1ith the local communities better in
identifying these potential sites to ensure
compliance with our local codes prior to them
issuing their license
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The best example that I can compare
it te 15 the Illineols Secretary pf State's offige.
Before anybody can establish a used motor vehicle
dealership they have to get what's known as
Secretary of State proper zoning sign-off as part of
our application process. There isn't anything like
this in the Department of Human, which is surprising
to me, because this is less visible, you know,
harder to catch than these motor vehicle

dealerships.

S50 the point I'm making, also from a
staff standpoint, inspect the database and see if
there's some way to get on a contact list for, you

know, some sort of contact where we at least know

there's the potential of these are coming, because

(a3

eally have no way to control the density until

after the fact and until a property owner buys it.
And they may be doing the right thing.

I'1ll be honest, the applicant did the
right thing here by approaching the staff. A lot of
them do not, they ust set up shop and we find out
after the fact So I do want to stand up for her
character in terms of what she was looking to do in
terms of the proper thing
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CHAIRMAN COWHIG: Any further discussion?

MR. ECKHARDT: A yes vote means we go along
with her?

MR . ‘CROSS: Yes vote means you are
recommending denial of the request.

MR. ECKHARDT: Thank vou.

CHATRMAN COWHIG: [ think we're ready to wvote.

MR. CROSS: FEdwin Eckhardt.

MR. ECKHARDT: Yes.

MR . CROSS: Carol Franke. Rayleen Harris.
Marsha Lloyd.

MS. LLOYD: fes.

F

MR. CROSS: Berry McCracken. Debra Terrill.

Ms. TERRILI: Yes.
MR. CROSS Chip Rorem
. ROREM No
MR. CROSS: Willie Ames. Lorette Cowhig.
CHAIRMAN COWHIG No
R. CROSS: Three-two, recommendation for

CH R COWHIG: So as Mr. Cross said, we are
onl an advisory body; e send our recommendation to

the City Council. It will probably g for wheir

meeting on e 19th of February. If you want to
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submit a written comment, do so by the 13th.

MR. CROSS: L think it's Eebruary 18,
actually. Let me confirm that day.

CHATRMAN COWHIG: A Tuesday.

MR. CROSS: Yeah, it's February 18.

CHATRMAN COWHIG: nd thank you all for
coming,; especlally on such & frigid night when it's
net tempting te go out after dark.

MR . CROBS: For all of you who stepped up and
spoke in the public hearing, we do record these
meetings verbatim, so your statements are also
already on file. The minutes do go to the City
Council prior to their action, so they will be able
to review any public comments prior to their action.

CHATRMAN COWHIG: On our agenda we skipped the

Comprehensive Plan update. Do we have anything to

GO
e A ILLE

MR. EREOsSS: I will be ¥ery guick dbolit 1t

It's about a, we're very close, we're in the final
revisions that were recommended by this committee
bac BT, hat was it, November? It's been a while.
I'm doing it as quickly as I can to get 1t for edits
and review. Still shooting for early this year to
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I will say it is already coming to
truieieon in bEerms of Some applications thak we are
submitting for grants. For example, the Planning
Department just submitted an application for a Brown
Field Communitywide Assessment Grant, and I did cite
certain chapters out of the Comprehensive Plan that
we felt added poirnts and strength to opur
application, showing that we are targeting areas for
redevelepment, revitalizatien. And a key step in
that is to assess brown fields or existing gray
field sites.

Ancother grant that we are working on

r FEMA grant. It may be cited in that grant

-
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ication, which we are very close, we actually
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ave two agencies, we are applying for FEMA at the

Federal level and Department ¢f Natural Resources at
state level. I have been meeting with them in
Springfield and citing sections e¢f that grant.

MS. TERRILL: Se that didn't die during the

MR. CROSS I will say, let me say this. We
are looking better than I c¢ould have imagined from a
DNR standpoint. The Federal grant regquired a local
match DNR grant does not. So we're locking at
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potentially getting the entire project funded by the
State.

So as soon as I get the drafts and
the revisions completed, I will forward it to you
for your review and probably have another mini
stakeholder meeting. Of course, I will bring the
coffee, Edwin. I know Edwin likes his coffee. And
bring you all here, so we'll get it going and get it
to you.

CHATRMAN COWHIG: I don't think there have
been any City Council actions recently.

MR CROSS : There has not.

CHATRMAN COWHIG: And there is no other
unfinished business that I know of.

MR .. CRGSS: A couple text amendments coming up

and a couple potential annexations.

CHAIRMAN COWHIG: So our meeting in February.

MR. CROSS: February 28. But I do want to
advise I may need to get with you all, I do have
some required training have to a attend which may
come quick with that Se we may try to shoot for
the third Thursday of the month. That would be the
szms eek as the City Council meeting, the 21lst,

something like that. But I will give you due notice
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I'1l have to republish in the paper.

MR. ROREM: 20ER"

MR. ECKHARDT: Ordinance meeting?

ME. CROSS: Scheduled for Februstry 28, but it
actually be the 20th if I have to reschedule.

MR. ECKHARDT: Wetll get & notice?

MR. CROS8S: I will give you a notice and do
notice per statute.

CHATIRMAN COWHIG: Any other business? If not,

we are adjourned. Thank you all.
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STATE QF TLLINOIS f

COUNTY OF KANKAKEE )

I, DEBRA K. TURRELL, CSR, and Notary
Public, License No. 084-001311, do hereby certify
that I am a court reporter doing business in the
state of Illinois; that I reported in shorthand the
above-captioned proceedings, and that the foregoing
1s a true and correct transcript of my shorthand

ngtes se taken on January 28, 2014,
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License No. 084-001311




